
Characteristics of First Admissions to the California Youth Authority 
1959-2001 

1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973

Total Admissions 4,059 4,602 5,337 5,194 5,733 5,488 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 2,757

Avg. Daily Population* 4,279 4,811 5,609 6,010 6,478 6,698 6,778 6,447 6,502 6,490 6,323 5,915 5,105 4,196 4,208

LOS for Parole Releases 8.6 8.9 8.7 9.0 8.8 8.4 9.2 10.0 9.9 10.5 11.5 11.1 11.6

Court
Juvenile 73.6%   72.8%   72.2%   72.0%   76.2%   76.0%   75.1%   75.5%   71.4%   67.5%   61.8%   58.9%   51.3%   53.6%   53.1%   
Criminal 26.4%   27.2%   27.8%   28.0%   23.8%   24.0%   24.9%   24.5%   28.6%   32.5%   38.2%   41.1%   48.7%   46.4%   46.9%   

Sex
Male 86.0%   85.4%   86.7%   85.3%   85.3%   84.7%   84.2%   83.8%   84.4%   84.7%   85.9%   88.6%   89.5%   90.8%   91.9%   
Female 14.0%   14.6%   13.3%   14.7%   14.7%   15.3%   15.8%   16.2%   15.6%   15.3%   14.1%   11.4%   10.5%   9.2%   8.1%   

Area of commitment
Northern Calif. 41.8%   39.2%   38.2%   38.8%   38.5%   36.5%   33.4%   30.6%   31.7%   32.4%   37.2%   40.1%   44.4%   46.3%   40.1%   
  San Francisco Bay Area 23.8%   21.2%   21.4%   21.2%   22.0%   21.3%   18.3%   16.4%   16.5%   15.7%   19.7%   23.0%   24.5%   24.5%   20.5%   

Southern Calif. 58.2%   60.8%   61.8%   61.2%   61.5%   63.5%   66.6%   69.4%   68.3%   67.6%   62.8%   59.9%   55.6%   53.7%   59.9%   
  L.A. County 36.6%   38.4%   39.7%   38.3%   40.6%   41.8%   46.3%   47.5%   43.8%   39.6%   36.9%   32.3%   29.8%   29.0%   35.7%   

Offense
Violent 11.7%   12.6%   12.6%   12.2%   14.9%   14.7%   15.2%   15.5%   15.3%   17.9%   19.1%   21.2%   24.0%   28.0%   33.6%   
Property 43.3%   42.9%   44.2%   47.8%   44.4%   42.4%   40.0%   39.1%   36.8%   33.4%   30.3%   29.8%   34.1%   36.4%   36.4%   
Drug 6.0%   6.7%   4.5%   3.6%   4.0%   4.9%   5.7%   7.6%   13.2%   14.5%   18.8%   19.3%   18.8%   11.8%   9.4%   
Other 39.0%   37.8%   38.7%   36.4%   36.7%   38.0%   39.1%   37.8%   34.7%   34.2%   31.8%   29.7%   23.1%   23.8%   20.6%   

Ethnicity
White 59.8%   59.8%   58.0%   56.2%   53.6%   53.9%   51.5%   52.8%   54.8%   56.9%   53.6%   55.4%   52.0%   48.6%   44.6%   
Hispanic 19.5%   18.9%   18.4%   19.0%   18.4%   18.0%   18.6%   17.7%   17.1%   15.7%   16.7%   17.5%   19.0%   19.6%   18.8%   
African American 18.3%   19.4%   22.3%   22.7%   26.1%   26.1%   27.9%   27.6%   26.0%   25.8%   27.9%   24.8%   25.9%   29.3%   33.9%   
Asian Note: Asians were included in the "Other" category until 1982.
Other 2.4%   1.9%   1.3%   2.1%   1.9%   2.0%   2.0%   1.9%   2.1%   1.6%   1.8%   2.3%   3.1%   2.5%   2.7%   

Average age at adm. 16.9 17.0 17.0 16.9 16.7 16.8 16.9 16.9 17.2 17.3 17.6 17.7 18.1 18.0 18.0

* Excludes Temp Detention
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Characteristics of First Admissions to the California Youth Authority 
1959-2001 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

Total Admissions 3,002 3,404 3,559 3,626 3,776 3,640 3,968 4,083 3,316 2,891 3,216 3,756 3,835 3,643 3,776

Avg. Daily Population* 4,537 4,602 4,432 4,003 4,405 4,924 5,179 5,699 5,810 5,869 6,081 6,638 7,680 8,448 8,812

LOS for Parole Releases 12.3 12.7 12.0 10.9 11.3 12.0 12.9 13.1 14.2 15.0 16.1 17.1 17.8 18.8 21.9

Court
Juvenile 50.9%   53.7%   49.3%   55.5%   58.2%   56.5%   55.2%   53.1%   67.3%   77.2%   66.2%   58.9%   60.7%   66.9%   68.9%   
Criminal 49.1%   46.3%   50.7%   44.5%   41.8%   43.5%   44.8%   46.9%   32.7%   22.8%   33.8%   41.1%   39.3%   33.1%   31.1%   

Sex
Male 92.9%   94.7%   94.9%   95.3%   95.7%   95.8%   96.1%   95.9%   95.2%   94.8%   95.7%   94.9%   95.4%   95.5%   95.6%   
Female 7.1%   5.3%   5.1%   4.7%   4.3%   4.2%   3.9%   4.1%   4.8%   5.2%   4.3%   5.1%   4.6%   4.5%   4.4%   

Area of commitment
Northern Calif. 40.4%   38.1%   42.0%   42.6%   41.4%   39.3%   37.2%   38.2%   38.3%   40.1%   42.1%   45.2%   43.6%   43.7%   44.9%   
  San Francisco Bay Area 19.8%   21.0%   23.5%   23.6%   22.3%   21.0%   19.0%   20.4%   19.0%   19.2%   20.1%   21.5%   21.0%   18.2%   17.7%   

Southern Calif. 59.6%   61.9%   58.0%   57.4%   58.6%   60.7%   62.8%   61.8%   61.7%   59.9%   57.9%   54.8%   56.4%   56.3%   55.1%   
  L.A. County 32.3%   33.5%   33.5%   35.3%   36.4%   41.3%   42.2%   42.2%   44.6%   41.1%   45.1%   39.4%   42.4%   42.9%   42.0%   

Offense
Violent 39.2%   44.8%   44.3%   45.1%   46.3%   47.8%   49.9%   49.1%   45.0%   42.1%   41.2%   39.8%   38.3%   35.2%   37.4%   
Property 39.0%   39.2%   42.2%   45.3%   47.0%   46.2%   43.5%   44.9%   47.5%   47.7%   46.5%   47.3%   44.2%   42.7%   38.2%   
Drug 7.6%   4.5%   3.5%   2.5%   2.4%   2.4%   2.3%   2.1%   2.7%   5.6%   5.6%   7.0%   12.0%   15.9%   18.4%   
Other 14.2%   11.5%   10.0%   7.1%   4.3%   3.6%   4.3%   3.9%   4.8%   4.6%   6.7%   5.9%   5.5%   6.2%   6.0%   

Ethnicity
White 47.3%   40.7%   40.5%   39.3%   39.3%   35.3%   33.7%   31.9%   32.5%   31.1%   31.1%   34.4%   30.5%   27.7%   25.8%   
Hispanic 19.8%   21.4%   23.2%   25.6%   26.7%   28.4%   28.6%   27.5%   28.2%   30.8%   29.8%   29.9%   30.7%   32.4%   30.5%   
African American 30.1%   34.4%   33.7%   32.0%   31.7%   33.8%   35.4%   38.0%   36.7%   35.2%   36.0%   32.6%   34.2%   36.0%   39.0%   
Asian Note: Asians were included in the "Other" category until 1982. 0.5%   0.5%   0.9%   1.2%   1.8%   1.5%   2.4%   
Other 2.8%   3.5%   2.6%   3.1%   2.3%   2.5%   2.3%   2.6%   1.6%   2.4%   2.2%   1.9%   2.8%   2.4%   2.3%   

Average age at adm. 18.1 18.0 18.2 17.9 17.8 17.9 17.9 17.9 17.5 17.4 17.7 18.0 18.0 17.8 17.8

* Excludes Temp Detention
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1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Total Admissions 3,631 3,615 3,474 3,837 3,640 3,589 3,788 3,490 2,245 2,154 2,183 1,904 1,592

Avg. Daily Population* 8,394 8,096 8,098 8,310 8,499 8,868 9,674 9,772 8,655 7,991 7,556 7,303 6,727

LOS for Parole Releases 21.6 22.1 21.8 21.4 20.6 20.5 21.2 22.5 24.2 26.2 27.1 27.2 28.3

Court
Juvenile 66.7%   67.3%   70.9%   69.4%   67.9%   71.8%   75.6%   79.1%   86.5%   91.2%   93.1%   94.0%   94.6%   
Criminal 33.3%   32.7%   29.1%   30.6%   32.1%   28.2%   24.4%   20.9%   13.5%   8.8%   6.9%   6.0%   5.4%   

Sex
Male 96.0%   96.3%   96.6%   96.8%   96.3%   96.6%   95.9%   95.5%   95.0%   95.7%   94.0%   95.1%   94.3%   
Female 4.0%   3.7%   3.4%   3.2%   3.7%   3.4%   4.1%   4.5%   5.0%   4.3%   6.0%   4.9%   5.7%   

Area of commitment
Northern Calif. 47.0%   46.4%   44.1%   45.1%   45.7%   50.2%   49.7%   44.5%   42.7%   43.7%   43.8%   44.6%   41.6%   
  San Francisco Bay Area 17.6%   19.0%   17.3%   18.1%   19.1%   18.7%   18.9%   17.9%   17.2%   18.4%   19.4%   19.6%   15.1%   

Southern Calif. 53.0%   53.6%   55.9%   54.9%   54.3%   49.8%   50.3%   55.5%   57.3%   56.3%   56.2%   55.4%   58.4%   
  L.A. County 37.9%   37.0%   39.0%   39.1%   36.0%   27.4%   26.5%   29.6%   28.7%   26.1%   27.5%   27.0%   26.7%   

Offense
Violent 41.0%   47.6%   51.3%   57.2%   59.0%   55.9%   55.3%   56.8%   59.5%   53.9%   51.1%   48.8%   48.4%   
Property 34.9%   32.5%   31.8%   28.4%   27.5%   30.2%   28.4%   28.8%   25.5%   28.5%   32.7%   31.4%   33.3%   
Drug 18.6%   15.0%   11.0%   9.1%   7.9%   6.9%   7.9%   6.0%   5.2%   7.1%   5.6%   6.6%   5.3%   
Other 5.5%   4.9%   5.9%   5.3%   5.6%   7.0%   8.4%   8.4%   9.8%   10.5%   10.6%   13.2%   13.1%   

Ethnicity
White 22.9%   20.4%   18.4%   17.2%   15.2%   17.7%   16.4%   15.7%   14.8%   14.3%   15.5%   19.5%   18.8%   
Hispanic 33.6%   38.6%   40.9%   46.2%   46.4%   42.4%   47.1%   48.1%   49.0%   52.8%   48.9%   46.4%   50.9%   
African American 37.5%   34.3%   31.7%   29.0%   29.1%   29.5%   27.4%   26.9%   26.6%   24.2%   28.8%   28.5%   25.4%   
Asian 3.8%   4.0%   5.6%   5.1%   6.2%   7.0%   5.9%   6.1%   7.4%   5.4%   4.6%   3.7%   3.3%   
Other 2.2%   2.7%   3.4%   2.5%   3.1%   3.4%   3.2%   3.2%   2.2%   3.3%   2.2%   1.8%   1.6%   

Average age at adm. 17.8 17.7 17.5 17.6 17.4 17.5 17.4 17.2 17.0 17.0 17.0 17.1 17.2

* Excludes Temp Detention
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